
G R O W  S P I R I T U A L LY  
Matthew 28:19-20 

BIG IDEA 
Discipleship means to “_________________  ____________________” … through discipleship we 

____________________ God’s people. 

Hebrews 6:1 | 2 Peter 3:18 

• Growing spiritually is a _______________. 

• Growing spiritually takes ____________________. 

The key to discipleship is _________________ God’s Word and _____________ on what you read. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 

 

NEXT STEP 

____________________ in God’s Word...  Do not pick and choose select favorites… It takes the 
whole Bible to grow a whole Christian. 

John 8:31-32 

JOHN BUNYAN (1660) HORATIO G. SPAFFORD (1873) ELISABETH ELLIOT  (1956)

Philippians 4:13 Philippians 4:7 Acts 1:8

God will ____________ you to do 

what He ______________ you to do.

God will grant you _____________  

in the midst of _________________.

God will provide ____________________ for 

those who _____________________ seek.
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Be ready and _____________ to hear God. (Matthew 11:15) 

Deal with _______ that prevents hearing God. (James 1:21) 

Take _____________ on what you hear. (Hebrews 2:1) 

_______ on what you hear.  (James 1:22) 

“If I look to the world, I will conform to the ways of the world.  If I look at the Word, I will conform to the 
will of God.”  — A.W. Tozer 

MEMORY VERSE - Matthew 22:37-39 … Matthew 28:19-20 

 

HOW to  READ GOD’S  WORD
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• Read God’s Word systematically.   
Avoid using the dip and skip method.  Many of 
you have done this because I have too. You set 
down on the edge of your bed at night and start 
to feel guilty -- "I've got to read my Bible!" -- so 
wherever you open it up that's where you start.   
Instead, pick a book and read it a book at a 
time.  When you read a letter you don't read 
the last part then the first part, then the middle.  
Read it straight through. Many of these books 
in the New Testament are letters, meant to be 
read straight through.   

• Read God’s Word in different translations.   
ESV, NIV, KJV, NKJV, MSG, and YLBT are all 
good options. These are available for free 
through the BIBLE App.  Each has a slightly 
different approach.  One may translate word for 
word, another translates phrase by phrase.  
Some use modern language, but sometimes 
the older language is actually more familiar. 

• Read God’s Word aloud quietly to yourself. 
If your mind tends to wander while you're 
reading, just read it aloud.  Your mind doesn't 
wander when you're reading aloud.   

• Underline or color code key verses. 
You can put all the promises in blue and all 
the verses about Jesus in red and all the 
verses about the Holy Spirit in green. You can 
make up your color code.    

• In addition to reading God’s Word...  Study 
God’s Word. 

The big difference between reading and 
studying is taking notes.  Write down thoughts, 
insights, prayers.  Note other verses that 
illustrate or parallel what you are reading.  
This important step is why I love the journals 
that we often make available. 
Another step in studying is asking the right 
questions.  You might look at a passage of 
Scripture and not even know where to begin.   

Here are some questions you can ask -- basic 
journalistic questions that you can apply to any 
passage of Scripture and get some insight and 
benefit out of it: 

‣ Who wrote the passage and who are its 
recipients? 

‣ What are the circumstances surrounding 
the author and recipients? 

‣ When was it written?  What was going on 
in the world at that time? 

‣ Is there a direct command to obey?   

‣ Is there a promise of God in which to look 
forward? 

‣ What principles is God communicating and 
how can I apply them to my life? 


